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January 27, 2012 

Statement to DVRPC Board of Directors 
 

 
Last month I spoke in opposition to a TIP amendment for the 33rd  and Dauphin bus loop project, on the 

grounds that DVRPC was not in compliance with their Memorandum of Understanding with PennDOT, 

SEPTA and the FHWA. At that meeting, in response to my comments, Mr. Seymour claimed that he had 

consulted with his federal partners before the decision was made to eliminate the RCC as part of 

DVRPC’s Public Participation Plan. Ms. Cutler indicated that community meetings had been held in 

order to evaluate support for this project. We take every statement made by this board seriously and we 

expect full transparency and truthfulness. 

In order to verify the statements, we ALSO consulted with DVRPC’s Federal partners, and they have 

confirmed IN WRITING  that they did not specifically discuss elimination of the RCC with Mr. 

Seymour, nor did they EVER approve it. Instead, they expressed deep concern that it may take DVRPC 

out of compliance with federal regulations. 

We then requested records from Ms. Cutler documenting the meetings that she claimed had been held 

with regards to the 33rd and Dauphin project. The city declined to provide any records supporting any 

recent meeting. Only a passing reference to a meeting in 2007, long before this project had been finalized 

in its current form. In that meeting, the community granted conditional approval based on three requests. 

They were informed that NONE of the three requests could be fulfilled. If any relevant meetings took 

place, we invite Ms. Cutler to provide records of them. 

It is very disturbing that both statements made in response to my comments appear to be factually 

incorrect. Since this project was approved by this board based in part, on these false statements, and 

without participation of the RCC, I respectfully submit that the 33rd and Dauphin project was approved in 

violation of the law, and must be removed immediately from the TIP. My colleagues and I intend to seek 

enforcement of the regulations through all means available. We ask you to take your responsibilities to 

the taxpaying public seriously. 
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I'd like to make one further comment about the RCC. We've recently sought information about the data 

collected from the myriad of programs Mr. Seymour claims will be sufficient to replace the RCC. Not 

surprisingly, DVRPC declined to provide any records and invoked an extension. 

It is unfortunate that the DVRPC is attempting to rush through a change to the MOU to cover another 

change made without proper input from the public. However, it is ironic that DVRPC has invoked their 

extension right on the very information that is needed to make an informed decision on this board item. 

Without any evidence that these programs are effective, we cannot possibly support the elimination of the 

RCC. I'd like to point out, too, that if no data from these programs is being collected, maintained, and 

ultimately made public, THESE CANNOT BE CONSIDERED PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.  

Once again, I respectfully submit that this change is improper, and urge the board to abstain from making 

decisions that at the very least are run contrary to the public's interest, and quite possibly are in direct 

violation of the law.  

Thank you. 

 

Jon Frey 
PA-TEC Member 


